
Wagner as the Evil
Influence of Mis Age.

Astonishing Theories of Friedrich
Nietzsche, Who Mas Gone
Mad Over Mis Strange

Philosophy.
Tttr readers of "Degeneration," will

be highlv interested in the writings
0t Frledrlcli Nietzsche, which are

now being brought out in 0°Thatfirst time by Messrs. MacraiUan & Co. T^this works should have remained up to tinsXe^lmost unknown in this. country seems

unaccountable, in view of the fact ¦.

in the introduction, that he hi s .

become a European event like liege ,

given rise to an independent school o.

thought on the Coutinent.'
Bom in 1844 in Rocken, the only' S0Q

a Lutheran minister, Nietzsche lost his
father four years later, and grew up with
his sister under the care of his motliei
and several aunts in the maternal home
at Naumburg. Educated at the Universi¬
ties of Bonn and Lelpsic, he became^a pro¬
fessor at the University of Basle inJ869,with the intention of making teach, g
life work. He seems, however, to have
written more or less during the time of¦
his professorship, although he did not adopt
literature as a profession until 18 i 9. lhus
it appears that the writings which have
placed him among the foremost of the in¬

dependent thinkers of modern Germany
were all written within a period of slightly
less than ten years.

t" The volume now ready, which is the las.
from his pen, was written during 1889, and
appeared near the close of that year. It
IsVailed "The Case of Wagner," and bears
iu the first part such a remarkable re¬

semblance to Max Nordau's more recent
work that the first feeling upon reading
it is surprise that the fact has not been
remarked. Nietzsche's "hammering," as
he himself phrases it, is at decadence and
decadents instead of degeneration and de¬
generates, but the difference seems to be
mainly in the translation, for the general
motive of the two authors is much the

.»« same.
His tirad# against Wagner is terrific, and

in his frenzy of denunciation he declares he
is the most corrupting influence of the cen¬
tury.
"The artist of decadence.that is the word.

And it is here that my seriousness com¬
mences. I am not at all inclined to be a

quiet spectator, when this decadent ruins
our health.and music along with tt. Is
Wagner a man at all? "he asks. Is he

:. not rather a disease? Everything he
touches he makes morbid.he has made
music morbid. A typical decadent,
feels himself necessary with his cor¬
rupt taste, who claims that it la the
higher taste, who knows how to make his
depravity be regarded as a law, as a prog¬
ress, as fuftlment. * * * How intimately
related to the entire European decadence
must Wagner be. when he is not recog¬
nized 'jj ic as a decadent. He belongs to
it: he is Its Protagonist, its greatest namo.
* * People honor themselves by exaltingt*V to the skies. For it is already a sign
of decadence that no one defends himself
against Wagner. Instinct is weakened.
What should be shunned attracts people.
What drives still faster Into the abyss is
put to the lips.

HYSTERICS AND DISEASE.
"You want an example? One used only

observe the regime which the anaemic,
the gouty, and the diabetic prescribe for
themselves. Definition of a vegetarian: a

being who needs a strengthening diet. To
recognize what is hurtful, as hurtful, to be
able to deny one's self what is hurtful, is
- sign of youth and vitality. The ex¬
hausted is allured by what is hurtful; the
vegetarian by his pot herbs. Disease Itself
may be a stimulus to life; only a person
must be sound enough for such a stimulus!
Wagner increases exhaustion; it is on that
account that he allures the weak an! the
exhausted. * * * The problems which he
brings upon the stage.nothing but the
problems of hysterics.the convulsiveness
of his emotions, his over-excited sensibility,
his ta-ste, which always asked for stronger

/ stimulants; his instability, which he dis¬
guised as principle, and, not least, the
choice of his heroes and heroines, regarded
as psychological tpyes (a gallery of moibid
¦idivlduals). Altogether these symptoms

resent a picture of disease about which
can be no mistake. * * ? Just be-
nothing is more modern than this
morbidness, this decrepitude and
Itability of the nervous mechanism,
13 the artist par excellence, the

/stro of modernism. In his art there
.nxed the things at present most neces¬

sary for everybody.the three great stimu¬
lants of the exhausted.brutality, artifice
and Innocence (Idiocy). The success of
Wagner.his success on the nerves and
consequently on women.has made all the
ambitious musical world disciples of his
magical art. . . * Very good! But how
can one lose one's taste for this decadence
If on" is not perchance a musician, if one

- is not perchance a decadent one's self?
Reversely' How Is it that we can't do it?
You are not aware who Wagner Is; he is
qult» & great stage-player.

WAGNER AND CHILD-BEARING.
"Does there at all exist a more oppressive"

effect in the theatre? Do look at these
vouths.numb, pale, breathless! They are

Wagnerian#, they understand nothing of
music * * * Tbe °°ntellt8 of the Wag¬
nerian texts! Their mythical contents, their
eternal contents! . * * Would you be¬
lieve it that the Wagnerian heroines, each
and all, when one has only stripped them of
their heroic trappings, are the counterpart
of Mme. Bovary? And how one Compre¬
hends, inversely, that Flaubert was at lib-
erty to translate his heroine into Scandl-

A"! navian or Cartheglnian, and then offer her,
mythologized, to Wagner as a libretto. Yea,
taken as a whole, Wagner appears to have
had no interests other than those that rep¬resent the petty Parisian decadents. Always
jus five steps from the hospital. Nothing
butqulte modern problems, nothing but the
problems of a great city! Don't you doubt

* Have you remarked (It belongs
to this association of ideas) that the Wag¬
nerian heroines have no children? They
cannot have children. * * * The despair
with which Wagner has dealt with the
problem of permitting Siegfried to be born
at all, reveais how modern his sentiments
are on this point. Siegfried 'emancipates
woman,' but without hope of posterity.
"Finally, a fact which perplexes us: Par-

sival is the father of Lohengrin. How has
he done that? Have we here to recollect
that 'Chastity works miracles?'
"The adherence to Wagner costs dear.

Let us measure its effect upon civilization.
Whom has his movement really brought
into the foreground? More than anything

else, tbe arrogance of the layman, of the
Idiotic art amateur. The adherence to
Wagner costs dear. What does it make
of the mind? Does Wagner free the mind?
He is possessed of every ambiguity, everj
equivocation, everything, in fact, which
persuades the Individual, without making
them conscious what they are persuaded to.
Wagner is thereby a seducer in the grant,
style. There is nothing fatigued, nothing
decrepit, nothing dangerous to life and de¬
rogatory to tbe world in spiritual matters,
which would not be secretly taken under
protection by bis art-it is the blackest ob¬
scurantism which he conceals in the husks
of the ideal. He flatters every Nihilistic
instinct, and disguises it in music; be flat¬
ters every kind of Christianity, and every
form of expression of decadence.
Th adhrence to Wagner costs dar Observe
the youths who have long been exposed to
his injection. ? * * Tbe youth becomes
a moon-calf.an idealist. * ? * The most
disquieting thing, to be sure, is the ruin
of the neroes. You may go at nignt
through any of the larger cities"-every-
where you bear Instruments violated with
solemn fury.a savage bowling mingled
therewith. What is taking placeV Ilie
youths are worshipping Wagner.
Wagner is bad for youths; he Is fatal to
women. What in medical language is a

Waguerienne? It seems to me that a phy¬
sician could not put this conscience alter¬
native with too much seriousness to
brides: either the one or the other.

ruination to youth.
"But they have already made their

choice. One cannot serve two masters if
one of them is called Wagner. Wagner has
saved woman; therefore woman has built
Bayreuth for him. Entire sacrifice, entire
devotion, they have nothing that they
would not give him. Woman impoverishes
herself in favor of the master; she becomes
touching; she stands naked before liim
thj Wagnerienne-the most gracious equlv-
ocalness to be found at present; she em¬

bodies Wagner's cause.in her sign b
ffi.nnnh* » * * Ah! this old rob-cause triumphs.

,ber' He plunders our youths; he takes
even our women as plunder, and drags
them into his-cavern.- * * * Ah! this ol
Minotaur! What he has already cost us.

Every year trains of the finest youths and
maidens are led into bis labyrinth that
he may devour them; every year all Eu¬

rope strikes up the cry; 'Off to Crete.
tU C George sand a writing cow.
In his criticism of literature Nietzsche

is .bitterer, if possible, than even Nordau.
Thomas Carlyle he describes as that u

conscious and unintending farce, that be-.
roic, moral interpretation of dyspeptic con

ditiotfis. A man of strong >&nA
titudes, rhetorician from necessity, ^ho
was continually irritated by the longing
for a strong belief and the feeling of in¬
capacity for it-in that respect a typical
Romanticist!
Emeracn is set down as much more

enlightened, more discursive, more varied,
more refined than Carlyle, above all moa-e
fortunate. * * * One who instinctively
nourishes himself solely with ambrosia,
leaving alone what is indigestible in
things. A man. of taste in comparison with
Carlyle. Carlyle, who had much love for
Emerson, said, nevertheless: "He does not
give us enough to chew,' which may light¬
ly be said, but not to Emerson's prejudice.
Emerson possesses that kind-hearted and
ingenuous cheerfulness which discourages
all sternness; he does not by any means
know how old he is-already, and how young
he will yet be.be could say of himself,with
an expression of Lope (1^ \ ega: Y'o me
sucedo a ml inismo!' "

Saiute-Beuve is spoken of with contempt,
as being "nothing of a man; full of petty
resentment against all masculine Intellects.
Wanders about dellcatfe, curious, tired,
'pumping' people.a female after all, with
a woman's revengefulness and a woman's
sensuousness." Indeed, much in Niet¬
zsche's work would seem to show a peculiar
hatred not only of women writers, but of
the whole sex.
George Sand he considers "Like all de¬

rived from Rousseau.false, artificial, In¬
flated, exaggerated. I cannot stand this
variegated wall-paper style; nor the vulgar
ambition for generous feelings. But the
worst, surely, is the woman's coquetry
with masculine characteristics, with the
manners of ill-bred boys. EU»w cold she
must have been withal, this insufferable
artist! She wound herself up like a time¬
piece.and wrote. * * * Cold, like Hugo,
like Balzac, like all Romanticists, as soon
as they began to write! And how self-com-
placeutly she may then have reposed, this
productive writing cow, who, like her mas¬
ter, Rousseau himself, had in ber some¬
thing German in the bad setose, and at all
events, was only possible owing to the de¬
cline of French taste! But Reuan adores
her."
On Renan he Is particularly severe.

"He desires, with no little ambition, to rep¬
resent an intellectual aristoeratlsin; but at
the same time he lies on his knees (and not
on his knees only) before the antithetical
doctrine, the evangile des humbles. * * *

What is the good of all freethlnklug, mod¬
ernism, gibing, and wry-necked dexterity,
If you continue to be a Christian, a Roman
Catholic, and even a priest, in your in¬
testines? ltenan's ingenuity lies In his se¬
ductiveness, just as In the case of the
Jesuit and the confessor; the broad priests
ly smirk Is not lacking In his Intellectual¬
ity.like all prie*s he only becomes dan¬
gerous when he loves. Nobody equals him
In his faculty for idolizing in a fatally dan¬
gerous manner. * * * This spirit of Re-
nan, a spirit which enervates, Is an ad¬
ditional calamity for poor, sick, feeble-
willed France."
Mlchelet Is designated as enthusiasm

which strips ofT the coat; Victor Hugo as
Pharos In a sea of absurdity; John Stuart
Mill aS an offensive transparency, and
Zola as "The delight to stink."
No serum could have greater foree

than the almost hideous raving of Fred¬
eric Nietzche, for almost as soon as
his awful defiance of law, human anddivine, was written, the light of thewriter's mind went out. Before it waspublished, in 1889, he had become so vio¬
lently Insane as to necessitate temporaryconfinement in an asylum. Since that time
the violence of his affliction seems to havenassed, and he now lives In the care of bisfriend*; but there is no hope of the res¬
toration of his mind, and once more is
enacted the tragedy that so often follows
the struggle of the finite to grasp the in-
finite.to wrest the unknowable from -the
unknown. N.

What Man Is
Made Of.

A Fortune in Him¬
self if He Coulct

Only Get
at It.

EVERY man without a penny Is worth
thousands of dollars.
Every lounger in City Hall Park

comes within this category. Every immi¬
grant who has been sent "back across the
seas because without visible means of sup¬
port is included. Every individual has an

intrinsic value, and this is based on the
amount of a calcium in the system.
The worst feature of this is that the con¬

tents of the system is not worth a penny
to a person until after he is dead. Still the
value exists.
Calcium is a metal that enters largely

into the composition of the bones. The
skeleton of the ordinary adult contains
four pounds. The difficulty is to separate
it from the elements with which it. is
found combined in nature. The expense of
the necessary processes is what makes it
cost so much.
The body of the average man or woman

contains three and a half ounces of brim-
srflnc. otherwise

of pure glue. Were it not for this glue,
it would be impossible to keep body and
soul together. Everybody knows that there
is lots of glue in the bones. Add to these
twenty-three pounds of fats, some of which
are of peculiar kinds, and eight and one-

quarter pounds of phosphate of lime. This
phosphate of lime is a pure white sub¬
stance, and makes the chief constituent of
the bones, though one pound of carbonate
of lime combines with it in the make-up of
the skeleton.
Chalk and marble are almost pure car¬

bonate of lime, but phosphate of lime is
nowhere found in anything like a pure
state save in the bones of animals. Phos¬
phate goes in with the lime to form phos¬
phate of lime; carbon does the same to
make carbonate of lime; fluorine neters in
with the carbon to form corban fluoride,
and in that sort of way the different chem¬
ical elements mingle in the body. Add to
the elements already mentioned eight
ounces of sugar and starch, seven ounces

of fluoride of calcium, .«0x ounces of phos¬
phate of magnesia, ¦* trifle of chloride of
potassium, and just . little ordinary table
salt, you have the complete physical make¬
up of a man.

Such an individual requires for his sup¬
port a daily income of 24 ounces of nutri¬
tive substances, 71 ounces of water, and 30
ounces of oxygen. The nutritives Include
albumen, fat, sugar and starch. Albumen
makes blood, muscle and skin; fat and
sugar are consumed as fuel to keep the
body warm. Nearly one-half of the water
required is taken into the system in the
shape of foods ordinarily, 37 ounces of it
being drunk, and 35 ounces in bread and
other things. To supply exactly what he

known as Bulpbur,
which helps to com¬

pose the bones and
the teeth. It is an

interesting fact that
no less than four of
the substances known
to make up the hu¬
man body .will take
fire by spontaneous
combustion. Twenty-
four ounces of phos¬
phorus are contained
in the skeleton of the
average human being.
Leave a scrap of
phosphorus lying on

a table and it will
be apt very quickly to
catch Are by Its own

motion and burn up.

The system of the
average adult in life
contains a little less
than two ounces of
magnesium, another
rare metal, which
photographers use in
a powdered state for
their flash-light pic¬
tures. It is a sub¬
stance of silvery
whiteness and is so

readily and fiercely
combustible that It
has to be kept tight¬
ly corked in bottles
to prevent it from ig¬
niting of its own ac¬
cord. Of sodium and
potassium, also, the
body holds comething
more than five ounces,
nearly equally divid¬
ed. Take a piece of
sodium, which looks
lead when cut with
a knife, only brighter,
and throw it into a
basin of water. At
once it will burst into
a rosy flame and
swim about violently
on the surface of
the water until It is
burned out. Potassi¬
um is not unlike so¬
dium in its combus¬
tion, though more vio¬
lent On touching
water it explodes into
a similar rosy flame,
and at length ex¬

plodes like fireworks,
throwing a shower of
sparks into the air.
The primary ele¬

ments of which a
man is composed are
oxygen, hydrogen,
carbon, nitrogen,
chlorine, f 1 u o r i ne.
phosphorus, sulpftur,
iron, calcium, magne¬
sium, sodium and po¬
tassium. There are

ninety-seven pounds
of oxygen In a per¬
son who weighs 154
pounds, and this
amount of that gas
would take up, under
ordinary atmospheric
pressure, the space of
a room 10 ?eet long,
10 feet wide and 10
feet high; In the hu¬
man body it is some-

What Man Is Made Up Of.
what condensed, you see.
In the corpus of the same man there are

fifteen pounds of hydrogen, which, under
the same conditions, would occupy some¬

what more than two such rooms as that
described. Besides the man must have
three pounds and thirteen ounces of nitro¬
gen, nearly all of which Is combined with
certain other elements to make his flesh.
The amount of carbon that enters into his
physical economy may be represented by
coal, but more accurately by a diamond of
one-foot cube. The diamond is absolutely
.pure carbon.
The body of the average man contains four

ounces of chloride and three and a half
ounces of flurine. The chlorine Is almost
all'In the shape of common salt, while the
fluorine enters into the Composition of the
bones. The iron in the body might be re¬

presented by one-tenth of an ounce of steel
wire, which is a particularly pure form of
that metal. Iron, of course, Is the most Im¬
portant constitutent of the red coloring
matter of the blood; also it enters Into the
bones, and other parts.
A person who) weighs 154 pounds contains

forty-six quars, or ninety-six pounds of
water. The bones are nearly one-quarter
water, the fat a little less, the nerves more
than one-half water, and the skin nearly
three-quarters, the brain, muscles, lungs
and heart are three-quarters water, while
the blood Is more than four-flfths water.
The flesh of a fat person contains less
water for its mass than that of a thin per-
8011.

If the water In t-he body Is to be repre¬
sented by a Jar containing nlnety-slx
pounds of that element, another jar consid¬
erably smaller, containing thirteen pounds
of white of egg, woulc'i exhibit the amount
of albuminous substance Included In the
make-up of the man 01 woman of 154
pounds. To these wonlt'i have to be added
a th'rd Jo" snarly tea potmds

needs, the man of 154 pounds' weight should
eat each day a 20-cmnce loaf of broad, an

8-ounce slice of beefsteak, 30 ounces of po¬
tatoes and one ounce of butter, washing
all this down with as much water as he
feels like.
And this is what goes to make up the

human being, who always possesses a com¬

fortable fortune of which he can never
make use.

THE PRINCE OF MONACO.
The Proprietor of the Famous Gaming

Resort Receives President
Faure.

Attention is called to that interesting
person, the Prince of Monaco, by the fact

that the President of the French Republic
has just paid him a visit. Monaco is a

principality within the borders and under
the domination of a republic, and its in¬
ternal government is at the same

time a despotism compared to which the
Prince has himself said that of the Czars
is mild.
His revenues from the gambling tables of

Monte Carlo are very large. The princi¬
pality is eight square miles in extent, and
includes the old and picturesque town of
Monaco and the wicked but beautiful
Monte Carlo. The Prince legislates with
the aid of such advisers as he chooses, and
a law goes into force by his decree sole'y.
The name of the royal family is Grlmraldi
and it has reigned for 000 years. The
present Prince, Albert, is forty-eight. He
married first a sister of the Duke of Ham¬
ilton. Eleven years later he was divorced
for reasons that are not publicly known,
the Pope consenting to annul the marriage,
a very unusual proceeding. The Prinoe
afterward married the widow of the Due
de Richelien, who also a kinswoman of
the poet Heine.

Persons
of Fame.

The Doings of the
Great or Nota¬
ble All Over
the World.

THE German Emperor is not a furious
gallophobe, as it was once thought.
A Frenchman lias been cho-sen by the

Emperor to accompany his two eldest sons

as tutor to the cadet school at Ploen, which
they will enter soon after Easter. Dr.
P. Esternaux has hitherto filled the post
of master at the French " Gymnasium" at
Berlin. The new teacher of the third and
fourth sons of the Emperor is Dr. H.
Bremiker, also of the same French High
School for boys at Berlin.

The wife of Count Herbert Bismarck
has lately given birth to her second child.
Like her first child, the latest addition
to this great historic family is also a daugh¬
ter. No Bismarck III. has appeared in the
world as yet. Count Wilhelm, the younger
son of the old statesman, is the father of
daughters only. The Prince has grandsons,
it is true, but they are the children of his

daughters onlv. The
Prince has grandsons,
it Is true, but they
are the children of
his daughter Marie,
and will consequently
bear the name of
Rantzau. Count Her¬
bert was solely dis¬
tressed at the sex of
his last child, and
telegraphed the sad
news to his father ih
three short words.
"Nur ein maedclien"
(only a girl). Here¬
upon the old Prince
wired his son; "No
matter; remember
Marie was only a

girl."
*,*

Queen Victoria
passes her time very
quietly in Cimiez, in
the South of France,
which is not surpris¬
ing in a lady of sev¬

enty-seven. She rises
at 8, takes a light
breakfast in her sit¬
ting room, adjoining
her bed room, syid
then goes out for an

hour in her donkey
chair. She lunches
and takes another
drive in the after¬
noon. She dines at
8:45, and shortly af¬
terward retires to her
-private apartments.
Plain roast beef is al¬
most invariably the
chief part of her din¬
ner. At this meal
shhe drinks a little
Burgundy diluted
with water.

Prince Henri d'Or-
leans, son of the Due
de Chartres, has re¬

turned to Paris after
an adventurous jour¬
ney through Tonkin,
Tibet and other of the
least explored por¬
tions of Asia. He re¬

turned by way of In¬
dia. This was. the
prince's third explo¬
ration of Tojjkin. The
French Government
has recognized his
services to geography
end commerce by
making him a cheva¬
lier of the Legion of
Honor, a somewhat
remarkable act, as

the Prince Is a possi¬
ble Royalist pretend¬
er. He claims to
have been the first to
make an overland
journey from China
to India.

***
George Henry

Boughton was elect¬
ed a member of the
British Royal Acade¬
my two weeks ago.
He is practically an

American, having
been born in England
but brought to this
country as a boy and
educated here. He
fimf <.lned fame as a

painter of New England and Dutch sub¬

jects. Among Ills best known works are:

"The Svarlet Letter," "The Return of the

Mayflower" and "The Counsellors of Peter
the Headstrong." i

*
*

*
v

This incident shows how wideawake Mr.
Gladstone is at eighty-seven: A book¬
seller recently forwarded a printed cata¬

logue to Mr. Gladstone at Hawarden Castle,
and last week the great man returned the
catalogue, with the following order writ¬
ten upon the cover: "Flease send marked
lots to me at Hawarden, care of Hawarden
carrier, Red Lion Inn, Chester, if subject
to 10 per cent discount, for cftsh." The
books, which have since been forwarded,
included Wordsworth's "Greek Testa¬
ment," "The Life of Bishop WordsWorth,"
Allen's "Early Christian Symbolism in
Great Britain and Ireland," Fashionable
Orthodoxy" (by Verax, 1821), and one of his
own books on "Church Principles" (pub¬
lished in 1840).

Queen Victoria has a magnificent collec¬
tion of thoroughbred and rare dogs. Among
them are two Cuban dogs, Chico and
Goliah, who have been in her possession
since 1853. They are very small and have
woolly, white hair. Bout, a Tibetan mas¬

tiff, has a thicker coat than any other kind
of dog. The Queen also has a number of
rough coated pugs, who are among the
queerest looking members of the canine
family. \ rough-coated pug and a hairless
Mexicah dog make a very entertaining
pair. F er Majesty's Italian greyhounds are
also ve ry fine. They are natives of Cala¬
bria.

The supposed oldest Free Mason in the

jvorla is Dr. William Salmon, of Penlynn
Court Glamorganshire, England, who has
just entered on his 107th year. For fifty
year i he has been a magistrate for Gla¬
morganshire.

A Notable Criticism
of the United States.

Mr. Lecky's "Democracy and Liber-
ty" Handles Us Without Gloves,

Incidentally Discussing So¬
cialism and Divorce.

WW R. LECKY'S two volumes on "Dem-
/y \ ocracy and Liberty," from the
I press of Longmans, Green & Co.,

will attract attention In this coun¬

try second only to that secured for Profes¬
sor Bryce's "American Commonwealth.
The book is a notable contribution to that
recent fund of worthy criticism which the
United States is commanding fro mthe
philosophers and historians of Europe. Mr.
Lecky's position as a critic is so well as¬
sured that anything he can say of Dem¬
ocracy will be listened to with respect,
even-if we do not always agree with him,
and we shall not always agree with him,
because he comes to his task with an in¬
eradicable predetermination against dem¬
ocracy. But at the same time it must be
conceded that what he says against dem¬
ocracy is not without the weight of a saga¬
cious mind and is urged with the calmness
and the frankness of a scholar and a phil¬
osophical onlooker. The volumes take very
wide range necessarily, and to follow them
in their discussion of the political changes
in many different countries, would be im¬
possible here. The best we can do at this
time, instead of following him through the
mazes of European history, where the dem¬
ocratic idea had its genesis, and was modi¬
fied or distorted by every sort of environ¬
ment, it is to confine ourselves to his views
af the workings of democracy in the
United States.
Mr. Lecky thinks that Professor Bryce

took too apologetic a view of democracy in
this country. There is a slight vein of de¬
preciation, if not of irony, in his comments
an Bryce's eulogiums, and he proceeds to
irgue, ably enough, though not always con¬
clusively, from the postulate "that pure
democracy is one of the least representa
:lve of governments."
He thinks that many of the causes of the

rices of American government are Inherent
in democracy. One of the first of theso
rices to attract his attention Is the multi¬
plication of elective offices; the second is
that this multiplication Instead of strength
jnlng, materially diminishes popular con
trol, for it confuses issues, divides and ob¬
scures responsibility, weakens the moral
jffect of each election, bewilders the ord¬
inary elector, who knows little or nothing3f the merits of the different candidates,
and inevitable ends by throwing the chief
power into the hands of a small knot of
wire pullers. As a corrective of this, the
system has grown up rapidly in America of
:encentratlng power in Individuals andmaking them responsible for the good gov¬
ernment. This is especially noticeable in
the cities.
ACQUIESCENCE WORSE THAN CORRUPTION
After saying a great deal about the cor¬

ruption of American politics, the examplesof which are drawn from municipal and
not from Federal or State administrations,Mr. Lecky proceeds to say that there Is one
thing which Is worse than corruption.It is
acquiescence in corruption. No feature of
American life becomes a stranger so pow¬
erfully as the extraordinary Indifference,partly cynicism and partly good nature,
with which notorious frauds and notorious
corruption In the sphere of politics are
viewed by American public opinion. There
Is nothing, he thinks, altogether like this
to be found in any other great country. It
is something wholly different from the po¬
litical torpor which Is common in half-de¬
veloped nations and corrupt despotisms, and
it is curiously unlike the state of feeling
which exists in the French Republic. In
America, notorious profligacy In public life
and In the administration of public funds
seems to excite little more than a dis¬
dainful smile.

It seems a strange paradox to Mr. Lecky
that a nation which stands In the very
foremost rank in almost all the elements of
a great industrial civilization, which teems
with energy, intelligence and resource, and
which exhibits in many most Important
fields a level of moral excellence that very
few European countries have attained,
should permit itself to be governed and
represented among the nations as It Is. Nor
docs he seer any cheering prospects. The
tendency of wealth to accumulate In the
hands of a few, appears to him to be one

of the peculiarities of a democracy. But
he acknowledges that there are signs of
the same evil In other countries, and says
that no one who is acquainted with soclet>
in England, France and America can be
blind to the disquieting signs of this In-
creasing evil. With4 the decline of rank
and the breaking down of old customs, con¬

ventionalities and betiefs, the PoweJ of

wealth In the world seems to grow. W here

cynicism and scepticism have sapped the

character, wealth comes too frequently o

be looked on as the one reality ot life and

as atoning for every misdeed. W hen the

decent Interval has elapsed; when the

period of colossal swindling has been du .>

succeeded by the period of lavish and

splendid hospitality, mingled perhaps with
ostentatious charity, the love of pleasu e

and luxury begins to operate and the o

social restrictions give way.

morals and divorce.
Mr Lecky devotes a large portion of his

gliments ; Henry George.TSiS »"<." °*aivorc<> ,romA \ery nt Trent to our* , nf the Council of Trent to our

dav is given, together with all the

ecclesiastical objections to it and to clvU
, Kiit Mr Lecky does not think

that;1 'the8'standard of domestic morals, at

least in England, has been lmP^cd ^the right of divorce granted In 185 <. J-ne

multiplication of divorces, may be often
the symptom, but It rarely. In he author s

opinion, is the cause of a moral decadenc.
On the whole, it seems clear that domes,;
morals In the past have seldom sunk lowtt
than in some countries and periods when
divorce was absolutely Impossible. A com

parlson, too, of the domestic morality o

countries where divorce is denied, win
those in which it is admitted, will shov
a real superiority In the latter. He cite:
as a curious face, a recent discovery tha
divorce, which was long regarded as th.
special privilege of the male and as spe¬
cially Injurious to womenf has become most
frequent and popular In this country where
the position of woman is probably the
highest, and that divorce Is most frequent¬
ly demanded by them.
r£hc appearance of woman In politics se¬

cures, of course, the attention of the au¬

thor, who recognizes in It one of the signs
of the times, not unassoclated with the
spread of democracy. It Is not necessary
to examine the arguments advanced »ro

and con in the book on the woman ques*
tion. They are for the most part restate¬
ments of a subject that has been exhausted
in this country. To Mr. Lecky, It seems
that the enfranchisement of woman in Eng.
land has been almost wholly good. He ac¬
knowledges that to v#ry many Englishmen
the movement portended a great moral
revolution in the character of women, but
with some trifling exceptions their fears
were greatly exaggerated. The sexes have
not over passed the established distinctions
which Nature has set. In all ages the p0J
sitions of wife and mother will be the
chief position to which women will aspire
and in all ages they will bring with them
the same dominant interests and affections.

It is In the finer shadings of character
that change is perceptible; some lines grow¬
ing fainter while others deepen and
strengthen. In the modern type of woman
we may expect to find more judgment
more self-control, more courage, more in!
dependence, a far wider range of sympa¬
thies and Interests than in the past. She

J\ill become less credulous and supersti¬
tious, but she will also become a little
colder and a little harder. Unselfishness
will probably not diminish, but it will
spring in a greater degree from recognized
?i!l i ,?C(1U,red habIt The motional,
the Impulsive, the romantic elements of
character, with their dangers and their
charms will become less prominent. In

i. ! /h S8 a Stron« sense of duty
dominated by an enlightened judgment, will
be the guiding Influence and life will be
brightened by a larger circle of unselfish
interests and of worthy pleasures. In the

will nin
8S' bMnfl unreason,ng passion

HI play a smaller part, but both re- i
ligiou and social restraints will be weaker
The appetite for excitement and novelty
generated by an over-crowded life will in
crease, and worldliness will take at an
eai y age a harder, a more sordid and a

Zre*ZTy foT Pew thing9'
the author, are less beautiful than the
wor dlincss of eighteen, maintaining amid
all the whirl of dissipation and pleasure
a steady eye to the main chance, estimating
the°caJc tltl0S and prospects wltb all

ian lawyer.
Shrewdness of a sexagenar-

THE HYSTERICAL WOMAN.
It may be worth while to glance at the

other side of this picture as drawn by Mr

that ch ,CT haMly be doubted. ^ says

tends to
of women in politics

"d ,t0,agSraVate SOme tendencies which

llsh
anger°UKly Powerful in Eng-

esnecial D" Women' he declares, and
especially unmarried women, are on the
whole more impulsive and emotional than
men; more easily induced to gratify an un
disciplined or misplaced compassion, to the
neglect of the larger and more permanent
nterests of society; more apt to dwell uponthe proximate than the more distant re. i
suits, more subject to fanaticisms, which

mania^ a)m°St th° intensity of mono-

,nHtLC^, a. melancho]y example of this
attitude assumed of late years by a

arge class of educated Englishwomen' ort
the subject of vivisection. What tyrant
he asks, could inflict a greater curse upon

from th t,han deliberately to shut it out
from the best chance of preventing, alle¬

gating or curing masses of human suffer-
ng, the magnitude and poignancy of which

ciJt ,

P0ssible tor a»y imagination ade¬
quately to conceive. What fplly couid be
greater than to do this in a country where

°z;rrranimais are s° guarded and
limited by law that they undoubtedly in¬
flict far ess suffering in the space of a venr

TJ1 ^ a^ports inaict in the sPace *f *
day. He then declares that the spectacle
of great numbers of most humane and ex¬
cellent women taking up such a cause with
a passion that would undoubtedly lead
them, if they possessed political power, to'
subordinate to it all the great interests of
party or national welfare, has probably
done as much as any other single thing to
shake the confidence of cool observers in
the political capacities of women. A due
sense of the proportion of things, an nde
quate subordination of Impulse to reason,
an habitual regard to the ultimate and dis¬
tant consequences of political acts, a sound,
sober and unexaggerated judgment, are
elements which already are lamentably
wanting in political life, and in Mr. Lecky's
opinion the addition of the female vote
would certainly not tend to increase them.

THE VINDICATION OF HISTORY.
The reader of thesp volumes who will for

the most part accept the historian without
a demurrer will often hesitate at the con¬
clusions of the philosopher. Whatever else
Mr. Lecky may be, he Is a candid and .care¬
ful historian. Not the least interesting part
of the book is the author's clear perception
that history in its own drmatrc tendency
(iisappoints and falsifies the most sagacious
statesmen. He points out that at the out¬
break of our war of secession the over¬

whelming majority of the most sagacious
politicians in Europe believed either that
the North would never attempt to restrain
the Southern States by force if they de¬
sired to secede or that an armed revolt of
many entire States could not*possibly be
suppressed, or that if It were suppressed. It
could only be through a general rising 'of
the enslaved negroes, which European
statesmen anticipated as one of the most
certain consequences of the war. Each one
of these predictions was signally and ab¬
solutely falsified. The speedy and complete
acquiescence of the defeated South In the
result of the war was no less surprising to
Europe, and the final peaceful resolution of
armed forces into citizens completed their
astonishment. *

It is somewhat disappointing after this to
find Mr. Lecky falling Into the anti-bellum
complaint that America and its life are not

vorable to. the higher forms of Intellectual
\ and we are surprised to hear him ask-

even while he is correcting the snap
' ignients of Carlylo and Matthew. Arnold,
r, hat America has produced in the fields
>t' thought. He even appears to agree with
ie sentlmentalism of Itenan, who forty

years ago wrote the following puerile pas-
nge in his "Studies of Religious History:"
"If it were necessary that Italy with her
past and America with her future should
be bhotted out of existence, which would
leave the greater void in the heart of hu¬
manity W hat has all America produced
that can compare with a ray of that in¬
finite glory that adorns an Italian town
even of the second or third order?"
America has, or ought to have, a health-

ful contempt for such dilettantism in his¬
tory, a dilettantism that can seize and ap-
predate only one form of human excellence.

NYM CRINKLE.


